
AT – Neels Gap to Hogpen Gap Trail 
 
Departure Destination:   AT- Neels Gap to Hogpen Gap Trail Water Availability: 
Driving Directions: 
North of Dahonlega for 12.6 miles GA-60/GA-52/GA-9 continue 
on GA-9 to Turners Corner: Turners Corner is the intersection of 
US 19 and US 129. Go north on US 19-US-129 for approximately 
7.7 miles until you reach the Walasi-Yi Center at Neels Gap. 
The trailhead is behind the building.  Parking for overnight is 
located just past Walasi-Yi Center on the left. 

1.1mi - Spring 
2.8mi - spring 
6.4 mi spring 

Car Drop Location:  In / Out.  No drop required.  
Rating:  Moderate to Strenuous USGS Quadrangles:   

Neels Gap, Cowrock 
Distance:   12.8 Miles     
Emergency Numbers:  911 
Chattooga River District 
Dave Jensen - District Ranger  
809 Highway 441 South 
Clayton, GA 30525  
Phone: 706 782-3320  
Fax: 706 782-2079  
Office hours: Monday - Friday  
8:00-12:00 open 
12:00-1:00 closed 
1:00-4:30 open 
 

Camping Sites: 
6.2 mi - Whitney Gap Shelter 1.1mi south off side trail 
2.9 mi and throughout - primitive campsites 

 



 
Description 
This section of the AT has been described as one of the most scenic in Georgia. It also happens to be the shortest at 6.4 miles and with 
only one strenuous climb; it makes a great day hike or warm up trip for fit backpackers. This section is ideal for shuttles as well, since 
both ends cross pavement. 
The section of the trail begins at the Walasi-Yi and quickly begins to ascend Levelland Mountain. The climb is steady and moderate 
at most to Levelland's summit at 1.5 miles and 3920ft. At 1.7 miles the trail comes to a rock overlook with Hogpen Mtn. dominating 
the view to the south. 
From there, the trail descends via a series of switchbacks to Swaim Gap at 3420 ft and 2.1 miles. from the gap, the trail climbs an 
unnamed knob and then begins an up and down pattern that continues until reaching a campsite at mile 2.9.  
From the campsite, the trail continues east, cresting Rock Spring Top and Corbin Horse Stamp before dipping back down into a gap. 
From this gap, the trail continues on and upward to Wolf Laurel Top at 3766 ft. A side trail leads to an overlook. The trail descends 
from Wolf Laurel Top a short distance to another overlook. Then it descends again, this time all the way to Baggs Creek Gap at 4.2 
miles and 3852 ft. 
From the gap, the AT climbs 0.6 miles to the summit of Cowrock Mtn at 3852 ft, passing two overlooks *also known as rest stops* 
along the way. 
After cresting Cowrock, the trail drops quickly. The sharp switchbacks that work their way down Cowrock Mountain to Testnatee 
Gap are steep and rocky.  
After reaching Testnatee gap at mile 5.5 and 3138 ft, the trail swings right, paralleling Richard B. Russell for a short distance, passes 
a junction with the Logan Turnpike Trail, and then begins climbing its steepest section. The 0.6 mile climb to the summit of Wildcat 
Mountain is strenuous. On the top of the mountain a spur trail leads 1.1 miles south to the Whitley Gap shelter. 
Passing the blue-blazed trail to the shelter, the AT bends left and begins to descend toward Hogpen Gap via a series of lengthy and 
mild switchbacks. 
As the trail again nears the highway it swings left. A blue blazed trail leads to the Headwaters of Dodd Creek. From there the trail 
darts left across the highway to the Hogpen Gap parking area 
Highlights Notes 

Throughout - in Sept and Oct aster flowers along the 
ridgetop 
1.7mi - Overlook from Levelland Mtn 
3.4 mi - Overlook from Wolf Laurel Top 
4.4 & 4.6 mi - southeastern views from Cowrock Mtn 
6.0 mi - Overlook from Wildcat Mtn 

Be sure to cross under the breezeway at the Walasi-Yi. That is the only 
place where the AT actually passes through a building. 
 
Also, a note about parking. If you park at the Walasi-Yi, they will tow your 
car. Parking there is for customers only. To avoid this hassle, drive 0.5 
miles north and park at the Byron Herbert Reece Memorial Picnic Area. 
There is a per day parking charge of 2 dollars that is strictly enforced. 

 




